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 110908 00 The Laramie County Planning Commission met in regular session on Thursday,  
 September 8, 2011 at 3:30 p.m. 
  
 Members in attendance were:  Commissioner Jody Clark, Chairman;  
 Commissioner Paula Qualls, Vice Chairman; Commissioners Frank Cole, Jim  
 Ward, and Bert Macy; Abby Yenco, Senior Planner; Lyndsay Hazen,  
 Associate Planner; Nancy Trimble, Recording Secretary. 
  
 Those signing the meeting register were:  Brad Emmons, AVI PC; Gary  
 Hickman, Environmental Health; and Nancy Olson, Cheyenne MPO. 

 01 Review and action of the Subdivision Permit and Plat of the Country Homes  
 Subdivision 2nd Filing, located in a portion of the NW ¼ of Section 17, T. 13 N.,  
 R. 66 W., of the 6th P.M., Laramie County, WY. 
  
 Brad Emmons, agent for the applicant, came forward to give an update on the  
 status of this application since the postponement at the August 11th Planning  
 Commission meeting.  He stated the pdf layer had been corrected, so the plat  
 reflected the correct information now.  He asked if the members had any  
 questions. 
  
 Abby Yenco gave an overview of the staff report, stating it was essentially  
 the same as the one presented at the August 11th meeting.  She reviewed  
 what had occurred in regard to what was discussed at the last meeting.  Ms.  
 Yenco stated the development was in conformance with PlanCheyenne, and  
 that the technical issues had been corrected, which resulted in the submittal  
 on August 17, 2011 of a revised plat.  She explained there were still issues to  
 resolve regarding property ownership, the water quality feature, and the  
 drainage report.  The application met the criteria for a subdivision permit and  
 the criteria for a plat.  Staff recommended the Planning Commission move the  
 application forward to the Board with a recommendation for approval with the  
 three conditions as listed in the staff report. 
  
 Commissioner Qualls asked for information on the CDBG grant.  Mr. Emmons  
 said it would provide for public infrastructure and utilities in the right-of-way  
 for the development, and explained about the program to qualify potential  
 homeowners for the reduced cost housing program.  Commissioner Qualls  
 asked if the people would have house payments?  Mr. Emmons explained that  
 the lot cost would not be part of their mortgage, as the lots would be donated.  
 Commissioner Qualls asked how large the homes would be on these lots?  Mr. 
 Emmons responded the homes in the development would all be the same 
 model, so they would be indistinguishable from the rest with regard to low income 
 status.  He also said the developer would like to "checkerboard" the houses, 
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 so they would not be segregated from the rest of the development, but instead blend 
 in.  There would be no affect on value of the home, as only the lot cost was donated. 
  
 Commissioner Cole asked what plan the City Planning Council had seen, and  
 did their copy include the overlay?  Mr. Emmons replied they received a hard  
 copy, and when the pdf file was printed out, the layers did not mask other  
 information on the plat, so it had the radius and curve information on it.   
 Commissioner Cole asked if any of this development was located in a  
 floodplain.  Mr. Emmons answered yes, and presented the Commission with  
 an aerial that showed the 100 and 500 year floodplain areas.  He explained  
 that Kelly Hafner, with BenchMark Engineers, and the County had submitted a  
 LOMR to FEMA about five months ago, which would take all of the  
 development out of the floodplain, but that the plat required Note 1 on the plat  
 which addressed this issue.  Commissioner Cole stated he had viewed the  
 property today, and the detention pond was located at the highest spot in the  
 development area.  Mr. Emmons said the entire area would be out of the  
 floodway once the process was complete.  He referred to the exhibit  
 presented at the August 11th meeting that showed the 19 lots surrounding the 
 infrastructure. 
  
 Commissioner Clark asked if there were any more questions from the  
 members, and opened to the public.  As there were no comments, the public  
 hearing was closed. 
  
 Commissioner Cole moved to recommend approval to the Board.  Mr. Emmons  
 added that originally there was no water quality feature, but with the detention 
 pond planned, there would be one now.   Commissioner Cole moved to approve the 
 application with no conditions, and the motion passed with a vote of 5 - 0. 

 02 Review and action of a change in Zone district for the Swan Ranch Rail Park  
 5th Filing located in portions of Sections 10, 11, 14, 15, 16, 21, 22, 23, 27 & 28, 
  all in T. 13 N., R. 67 W., of the 6th P.M., Laramie County, WY. 
  
 Ms. Yenco stated the applicant requested postponement of this application to  
 the October 13, 2011 Planning Commission meeting.  Brad Emmons, with AVI,  
 PC, came forward to give an update, and stated the traffic information was  
 back from WYDOT, and a meeting had been held addressing the future traffic  
 situation.  He said the biggest item with regard to the Preliminary Development  
 Plan was the need for an additional interchange on I-25 with a connection to 
 I-80, in order to have traffic flow from I-80 through the subdivision and out to 
 I-25.  He added that a diverging diamond interchange on College Drive was in  
 the works for 2013, which would solve the traffic problem as it existed now,  
 but with a complete build out of the subdivision, an additional interchange  
 would be needed.  Mr. Emmons stated there would be a three to five year  
 study performed, and hopefully a new development plan to look at before the  
 Planning Commission meeting of October 13th. 
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 Commissioner Qualls stated Mr. Emmons had covered her concern regarding  
 the traffic and the College Drive interchange, and that it was good to know it  
 was being addressed.  Commissioner Cole asked if the diamond interchange  
 would work at the southwest corner by the port of entry.  Mr. Emmons  
 responded there were problems where Etchepare comes out, so they won't  
 be able to connect with Etchepare.  He explained there could be a future  
 problem with a 4-lane diverging diamond interchange, since on the east side of 
 College Drive the road was not wide enough to handle traffic.  He suggested the 
 Members go online to YouTube to see a diverging diamond interchange in action. 
  
 Commissioner Clark asked for a motion.  Commissioner Cole moved to  
 postpone the hearing of this application until October 13, 2011, and the motion  
 passed with a vote of 5 - 0. 
  
 The meeting was adjourned at 3:53 pm. 
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